
The History of Foster 
Park 
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Winifred (Win) Leakey nee 
Shakespear, mother of Josephine 
(Jill) Foster, originally purchased 
the Foster property we know today 
from a Lancelot Howe in 1922. It 
turns out that Lancelot had fought 
in the Boer War and was knighted 
“Sir Lancelot Howe”. Previously, 
William Stanhope sold the property 
to Lancelot. 
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Jill’s parents, Win and 
William Leakey, on their 
wedding day, Feb 28, 
1923. 



 
 
Jill and Ed Foster 
were married April 2, 
1945 at St. Anne’s 
Anglican Church in 
Parksville. 
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Jill and Ed purchased 
the property in 1949 
from Jill’s mother. 
This is the original 
Transfer of Title 
document. 
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                                Jill and Ed’s children growing up. 
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              Ed, Jill and William Leakey (Jill’s father). Undated.  
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The Foster home was 
built circa 1957. 
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           The Foster home at 625 Pym Street as it looked in 1994 

May 1994, the City of Parksville purchased 6.7 acres of Foster 
property. The City paid $475,000 through a fund dedicated to the 
procurement of park land. Most of this funding came from money 
paid to the City by developers in lieu of smaller parcels of land, as 
required by Parksville’s development guidelines. The property 
was sold below market value on condition that “this will  be a Park 
for all time”, fulfilling Ed Foster’s wishes.  9	



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Original Transfer document from Jill and Ed to the City. 
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July 1994, some park 
suggestions,  from Jill Foster to 
the City. One suggestion was to 
name the park “Shakespear 
Park” after Jill’s mother, Win 
(Shakespear) Leakey.	
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November 1994, The District 69 Family Resource Association via the 
City of Parksville proposes that the Foster home be converted to 
support a respite youth program. This program would run for a 6 
month trial period from January to June 1995. The program would be 
for youngsters aged 9 to 15 who had been temporarily suspended 
from school. This would enable the suspended students to maintain 
their school work in a secure environment. The City promised, 
however, that the Park “would still remain a Park”. 
Earlier discussions by the City focused on redeveloping the property 
for sports use as a ball park or soccer field. Following a meeting with 
the people of the neighbourhood this concept was set aside.   
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Soon-to-be Friends of Foster 
Park were instrumental in 
drumming-up support from 
local residents to attend this 
meeting. As a result many 
residents attended to show 
their solidarity in keeping the 
Foster property a park.  
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April 1995, a letter to the 
City from Jill Foster 
reinforcing her views on the 
future of the Foster property.  
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April 1995, Herb Welch addressing a large crowd 
opposing the respite program. 
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April 1995, “Protect the Foster 
property for park use”, Liv 
Herd tells the crowd under the 
cherry blossoms at a 
neighbourhood meeting at the 
park. A formal public meeting 
to discuss the property was 
scheduled for April 12 1995 in 
the Parksville’s community 
hall. 
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April 1995, The interest in the Foster 
home became intense and the local 
residents fought bitterly to keep the 
home part of the park.	
More than 300 people signed a 
circulating petition against the use of 
the Foster property for anything 
other than a park.  
The Parksville Residents Association 
and the City Council agreed to a 
moratorium and put all plans for the 
Foster property on hold for a period 
of one year to allow tempers to cool 
off and planning to take place. 
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The Friends of Foster Park 
organization was formed on May 30, 
1995. 
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There was growing concern from the community that the respite 
program would have a negative effect on the park and 
surrounding areas. Friends of Foster Park even suggested that 
the home be removed “because of potential problems” and “in 
order to protect green space”. 
Local residents expressed their own views: 
“The vandalism (in Parksville) is appalling”, said a nearby 
resident. “If the building is left here it won’t be a park”. 
“I think it (the house) would be very difficult to police and keep 
undesirable people out”, said another resident. 
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The respite program used to operate from the Alexandra Clancy Boys 
and Girls club in the house on Jensen Street in Parksville. The house, 
however, was removed to allow for a ring road development and a 
proposed civic centre. There were efforts to stall the removal of the 
house; however, these were unsuccessful.  
 
Another proposal had been made from the group Friends of Friends to 
use the Foster home on Friday nights for social gatherings which would 
be supervised by a youth worker. Friends of Friends also used the 
house on Jensen Street. 
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May 1995, the house on Jensen 
Street being removed.	



 
June 1995, rain or shine, 
parents and children alike 
can have fun in the park. 
This mom and daughter, 
from Qualicum Beach, came 
along to attend one of the 
many picnics held in Foster 
Park. 
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3 volunteers raring to go. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
July 1995, Friends of Foster Park, in conjunction with the City of 
Parksville volunteered their time in order to clean-up the Foster 
property. Some of the work included installation of a pedestrian 
entrance on Sanderson Road, removal of a horse shelter, 
removal of old rotten fencing, and cleaning of the existing trails. 
The City provided a dump truck, cut down the tall grass and filled 
in the uneven pasture surface.    22	



  

            August 1995, Folks enjoying the cleaned-up park 
grounds.  
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September 1995, Young and old show that activities 
sponsored by Friends of Foster Park are a lot more 
than just petitions and saving property. 
	 24	



  

 
        November 1995, Proposed Park Plan by Friends of Foster Park  25	



 
March 1996, things begin to 
move forward with the City 
coming together with 
Friends of Foster Park.  
Parksville Mayor, Paul 
Reitsma, had said earlier, 
“This is an opportunity to 
work together, I’m very 
pleased with the progress 
that has been made”.   
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Herb Welch, President, 
Friends of Foster Park. 
His persistence, 
dedication and hard 
work finally paid off. 

 
 
March 18 1996, it’s official, the Foster property is to be named 
“Foster Park”. Parkville council made the designation, putting a 
peaceful end to a subject rife with controversy only a year earlier. 
Under the agreement reached between the City and Friends of 
Foster Park, the house on the property will remain but will be 
used only as a caretaker’s residence.    
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The first fundraising 
event.  
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One of the first official events at the recently named “Foster Park”. 
Over 200 people attended and over $2,000 was raised for park 
development.	
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                                                Another event	

30	



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                June 1996, another park proposal – artist unknown. 
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June 1996, New park sign made by 
students of Oceanside Middle 
School. Where are these kids now?  
 
 

           	

Jill Foster at the unveiling 
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Mmm cake!  



 
 
 
 
 
 
July 1996, KFC, in Parksville, getting involved in the fundraising. 
Through CKCI 1350 AM, community-minded KFC became the 
focal point for much of Friends of Foster Park’s fundraising 
efforts. KFC donated their restaurant and played a big role in the 
park picnics. 
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July 1996, KFC and other 
local businesses help with 
donations in this park 
event. The aim was to 
raise $10,000 for the 
playground. 
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August 1996, The evening was a great 
success, with fun had by all. Mayor Paul 
Reistma was there and helped with 
serving. Hereward and Louise Allix 
conducted the Siamese auction. KFC 
provided the great dinner and Robins 
Donuts provided the wonderful dessert. 
Sherv Shag, from CKCI 1350, emceed the 
evening.   
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 September 1996, More fundraising at the park. That’s RCMP 
Const. Kurt Gottfried getting wet for a good cause. Recognize 
anyone else? 
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October 1996, thanks to all the support, things have been really 
moving ahead. The trail system, laying of bark mulch, walkways 
and bridges were completed. The horseshoe pitch was finished 
and benches bought and placed throughout the park. Enough 
funds had been collected to purchase the playground equipment.   
 

Enid Hutchings 
surveying the 
earthworks. 
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November 1996, Playground equipment being installed by 
volunteers of Friends of Foster Park. 
	

FOFP’s then Vice 
President, Jack 
Milner,  mucking 
in. 
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March 1997, the Fishermen's Union, participating in a federal 
government retraining program, working on the new washroom 
facilities in the park. Pro Masonry did all the brickwork.  
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June 1997, finishing touches and volunteers celebrating with a 
windup party. 
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July 1997, some happy people at the newly completed park.  
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September 7 1997, Friends of Foster 
Park held a grand opening day to 
celebrate the completion of the park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	

Where’s the sweeties? 

           More cake. 
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January 1998, there was strong opposition to a proposal to 
rezone property along Stanhope Road, behind Foster Park, in 
order to build a 42 unit residential development. The proposal 
included 17 single family homes and 25 townhouses. Foster Park 
area residents submitted a petition opposing the development at 
a public hearing. Later, the developer, Victoria based Gorge 
Shopping Centre Ltd, said it was no longer interested in the 
project.  
To be continued!!!	
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August 1998, Foster Park’s 
first wedding reception, 
Anthony and Shawna Wall of 
Errington. 
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October 1998, Drader Environmental 
Services Ltd grading and hydro 
seeding the park grounds. 
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October 31, 1998, Foster Park’s Halloween 
Pumpkin Walk. This famous walk actually 
started in 1996 but unfortunately no 
photographs were taken. 
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July 1999, The cairn erected to thank all those involved. 
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July 1999, the gazebo, built by Peter Zimmerman and Friends of Foster 
Park, with help from a local contractor. 
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August 1, 1999, the “second” 
wedding in Foster Park.	
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December 1999, Christmas celebrations. 
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March 2000, Swing set 
donated by the Baumel 
family in memory of their 
daughter, Rhianna. 
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                      August 2000, Lots of work done on the trails 
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Easter 2001, One of many events sponsored by Peter 
Zimmerman. 
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August 2001, Appreciation awarded to Friends of Foster Park. 
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October 2001, Pumpkin carving 
and food service are always big 
volunteer events for Halloween 
night at the Park. 
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February 2002, Centra Gas 
employees from all over Vancouver 
Island volunteered to clean-up the 
Park. 
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May 2002, AGM report showing 
the many people typically 
involved in supporting Foster 
Park.   
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June 2002, Oceanside`s Middle School Leadership Course held at the Park. 
(Janessa Vega was elected President of Friends of Foster Park in 2012)  
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August 2002, even preschoolers get involved in cleaning up the 
Park. 
	

59	



 
 
 
 
 
 

October 2002, new tire swing donated by Parksville Lions. 
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October 2002, storage shed being constructed by Friends of 
Foster Park. 
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2005, the Parksville Newcomers Alumni came on board by 
adopting Foster Park as its community project. This bridge project 
was the first of several undertakings. Others included tree 
planting and being a major help for the annual Easter Egg Hunt 
and Pumpkin Walk. Head of construction was Winston Sheppard 
(shown here), a past president of Friends of Foster Park.     62	



 
 
 
 
 
 
2014, Site of the new development on Stanhope Road, 
comprising 43 homes, overlooking Foster Park. The Developer, 
Norman Pass, generously donated $15,000 to the Park for future 
improvements. 
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2014, new benches and picnic tables, made from durable 
materials, replacing older wooden structures. Donation and 
dedication plaques will be attached. 
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The two continuing 
successful Foster 
Park community 
events. 
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